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x-archive-meta01-description: uri(%3Cdiv%3EThe%20purpose%20of%20this%20paper%20is%20to%20review%20development%20of%20the%20Paleolithic%20research%20in%20Iran%20since%20the%20late%20nineteenth.%20The%20presence%20of%20stone%20tools%20in%20Iran%20was%20noted%20as%20early%20as%20the%20late%201880s%20by%20de%20Morgan%20in%20the%20Alborz%20Mountains.%20During%20the%20first%20half%20of%20twentieth%20century%20de%20Morgan%E2%80%99s%20findings%20was%20followed%20by%20a%20number%20of%20sporadic%20discoveries%20in%20the%20southern%20Zagros%20Mountains%2C%20Baluchestan%20and%20the%20Tehran%20plain.%20The%20primary%20goal%20of%20the%20early%20discoverers%20was%20geological%2C%20anthropological%20and%2For%20general%20archaeological%20surveys%20and%20the%20Paleolithic%20finds%20were%20side%20products%20of%20these%20activities.%3C%2Fdiv%3E%3Cdiv%3EThe%20first%20serious%20attempt%20in%20searching%20Paleolithic%20sites%20was%20made%20by%20C.%20S.%20Coon%20after%20the%20Second%20World%20War.%20His%20excavations%20marked%20a%20turning%20point%20in%20the%20study%20of%20the%20Paleolithic%20past%20of%20the%20country.%20Paleolithic%20archaeological%20surveys%20and%20excavations%20intensified%20in%20the%20Zagros%20Mountains%20and%20to%20a%20lesser%20degree%20to%20other%20parts%20of%20the%20country%20during%20the%201960s%20and%20the%201970s%20until%20the%20Iranian%20revolution%20of%201978.%20These%20field%20works%20were%20exclusively%20undertaken%20by%20foreign%20researchers%20mainly%20from%20the%20United%20States%2C%20Britain%2C%20Denmark%2C%20and%20France.%20As%20a%20result%2C%20about%2023%20Middle%20Paleolithic%2C%20Upper%20Paleolithic%20and%20Epipaleolithic%20sites%20were%20briefly%20tested%20or%20excavated.%20Furthermore%2C%20near%20350%20sites%20were%20surveyed%20and%20recorded%20of%20which%20the%20largest%20number%20(ca.%20200%20sites)%20were%20found%20in%20the%20Fars%20Province.%3C%2Fdiv%3E%3Cdiv%3EBecause%20of%20their%20educational%20background%2C%20which%20was%20based%20on%20the%20later%20prehistory%20and%20especially%20historic%20archaeology%20courses%2C%20the%20Iranian%20archaeologists%20had%20little%20interest%20and%20proper%20knowledge%20in%20Paleolithic%20archaeology.%20The%20Iranian%20revolution%20of%201978%20brought%20all%20foreign%20missions%20to%20a%20halt%20which%20lasted%20until%202000.%20During%20this%20period%2C%20a%20number%20of%20new%20Paleolithic%20sites%20were%20recorded%20and%20published%20by%20the%20Iranian%20archaeologists%20of%20which%20the%20first%20discoveries%20include%20a%20Paleolithic%20open-air%20site%20near%20Semnan%20found%20by%20Kabiri%20and%20Amirlou%20in%201985%2C%20and%20a%20number%20of%20the%20Middle%20Paleolithic%20cave%20sites%20found%20by%20Biglari%20at%20Bisetun%20in%201986.%20In%20the%20same%20year%2C%20Amirlou%20published%20a%20review%20of%20the%20Iranian%20Paleolithic%20in%20the%20Journal%20of%20Iranian%20Archaeology%20and%20History%20which%20provided%20a%20general%20view%20of%20Iranian%20Paleolithic%20cultures%20for%20the%20Persian%20speaking%20archaeologists%20and%20students.%3C%2Fdiv%3E%3Cdiv%3EThese%20early%20attempts%20were%20followed%20by%20excavation%20at%20an%20open%20air%20site%20near%20Damavand%20by%20E.%20Amirlou%20in%201990%20which%20assigned%20to%20the%20Epipaleolithic%20period.%20A%20number%20of%20new%20Paleolithic%20finds%20were%20reported%20from%20the%20Zagros%20and%20other%20parts%20of%20Iran%20during%20the%201990s.%20These%20were%20the%20Paleolithic%20finds%20from%20the%20Kermanshah%20region%20by%20Biglari%20in%201992-1996%2C%20Open-air%20sites%20in%20the%20Qom%20region%20by%20Kaboli%20in%201993%20and%20Shamirzadi%20in%201993-4.%20During%20the%20latter%20years%20Paleolithic%20sites%20became%20one%20of%20the%20objectives%20for%20general%20archaeological%20surveys%20in%20various%20parts%20of%20Iran%2C%20followed%20by%20extensive%20Paleolithic%20surveys%20in%20the%20late%201990s%20and%20test%20excavations%20in%20caves%20and%20rockshelters%20during%20the%202000s.%20Reports%20of%20new%20discoveries%20began%20to%20appear%20in%20local%20and%20international%20journals%20during%20the%201990s%20that%20followed%20by%20numerous%20papers%2C%20a%20monograph%20and%20an%20edited%20volume%20during%20the%202000s.%3C%2Fdiv%3E%3Cdiv%3ERecent%20field%20investigations%20greatly%20enlarged%20the%20Iranian%20Paleolithic%20archaeological%20record%2C%20not%20just%20from%20the%20Zagros%2C%20but%20also%20from%20the%20Alborz%2C%20central%20Iran%2C%20and%20the%20northern%20coasts%20of%20the%20Persian%20Gulf.%20These%20new%20discoveries%20and%20publications%20draw%20the%20attention%20of%20official%20members%20of%20the%20Iranian%20Cultural%20Heritage%20Organization%20to%20the%20importance%20and%20rich%20potential%20of%20Paleolithic%20research%20in%20Iran.%20This%20awareness%20led%20to%20the%20establishment%20of%20the%20Center%20for%20Paleolithic%20Research%20(later%20Paleolithic%20Department)%20at%20the%20National%20Museum%20of%20Iran%20in%202001.%3C%2Fdiv%3E)
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